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annum. No youing officer-or candidate-reads a Warranit
with muclh uniderstanding. We hiad inot lnoticed a simple
senitenice that this Warranit didl niot al)l)ly to Inidia, or con-
siderei exactly what it meant. How-ever, we knew later.
The positioin had beeni camouiflaged, and we were caught
in the toils of the huniter.

Sir William Macpherson's idea is beatutiful anid simple.
The War Office is shoIrt by, I believe, some sixty officers, and
not only the twenity asked for, anid these sixty officers' work
is thrust upoll- otlhers. Surely the medical schlools might
well come foriward anid allay the discontenit ! I am reminded
of a similar suggestion made a few years ago, when the
I.M.S. were beilng broken on the wheel. This was thal the
R.A.M.C. should amalgamate with them. Onie can imagine
the Adjutant-General, now the real chief of the Arlmy
Medical Service, smiling to himiiself ironically, and devising
fresh forms of birdlime.
The R.A.M.C. rests upon too sle-nder a basis at present.

The corps has three pressing needs:
1. The D.G. should be uponi the Armv Coum: cil, u%here he

can plainly anid personally express the disabilities of his
service and also set forth the needs of the arimiy itself, in a
wav that no Adjutant-General is, or ever will be, capable
of doing.

2. The financial contract slhould be regarded as inviolable,
with this addendum that when a niew Royal Warrant is
promulgated all serving officers slhould lhave the option of
transfer to the new terms if they prefer tllem.

3. Directors-General shouild be chosen from those senior
and experienced officers whol have borlne the hleat and toil
of long service, whose right and claim it is to occupy the
position, and who know the army from top to bottom. But
possibly the War Office does not desire that the D.G. should
know too much. A hard man with wide experience is a
difficult nut to crack.
MIv experienice and observation-extended now to forty-

five yeais-is that the army has been splendidly served bv
my old corps, and by the medical profession, during the
late war; anid it is not too much to say that without the
higlhly trained officers of the present dav the British Army
would fall to pieces. I will not argue this point, but those
who know the multifarious duties of the Royal Army
Medlical Corps are well aware that it is so. And those who
unlderstand the constitution and the lines of thought in the
r.lmy also know that the three points I have specially dealt

.witli are ecse'ntial in order that the corps may perform its
external duties efficiently, while internally the officers of all
ranliks are satisfied and contented. It is not enough to flatter
and make much of the corps in the strenuous days of war
and to ignore obvious needs in times of peace.

I fear I cannot entirely agree, with Sir Richard Luce and
hiis committee that a high rate of pay utpon joining should
be offered. This makes it too easy- for the subaltern to
marry, and he is thus dissociated fromil regimental life
and discipline, which is so different from that of the medical
student. In my opinion tne newccomer, if married, rarely
becomes as efficient an officer of the arusy as does one who
has served some six to ten vears intimately appreciating the
ideas current in a regiment, anid incidentally learning some-
thing of his own character. Far better is it for an officer
to know that his future prospects and financial position
are guarded and guaranteed whleni eventumally he takes the
step against which Punch warned all men long ago.

1 have touched upon salient points in the merest outlinie.
All are capable of expansion in argument. But I should
like to add that just as it always wi-as, and always will be,
the duty of every senior officer <n the active list to uphold
and support his juniiors, as does every regimental colonel,
so also when an officer retires he shoulId endeavour to act
u,pon the same principle and shouild piress the adoption of
measures that will consolidate thie position of the corps.
And I urge that this is also a nationial dutY, perhaps the
only one that such an officer is able to assist in.

Sir Richard Luce's committee has thlus carried out loyalanid valuable service in addressing the War Office. It would
be interesting to see the full memorandum in print, and the
reply.-I am, etc.,
Junior UJniteid 2Setrvice Club, T. M. ORKGeERa

MEDICAL MEMENTOES.
SIR,-With this I send you a pamphlet describing tlhe

conitenits of a unique cabinet of medical mementoes of five
persoiis of supreme influence oni medicine: Benjamin Ru.sil,
Edward Jenner, Joseph Lister, Louis Pasteur, Mmie
Marie Curie, two of them, Pasteur and Mme Curie, niot
being doctors.

This cabinet of memorabilia was a gift from Dr. Robeit
Abbe of New York to the College of Physicians of Plhil-
adelphia, which was founded in 1787, and is the oldest
Imedical bodv in America. Our new building is fireproof,
and our library is only excelled in America by that of the
Surgeon-Genleral of the United States Army in Waslhington.

Dr. Abbe appointed Dr. S. Weir Mitchell the first
custodian; he passed it on to Dr. Simon Flexner of New
York, hie to Dr. William H. Welch of Baltimore, anid lhe,
in 1924, to myself. I lhave filed with the College nf
Phl-ysicians the niame of my successor, in a sealed envelope.

Tile contenits of the cabinet are the shoe buckles anid
-atclh of Rush; the inkstand used by Jenner, and a lock
of his hair; a case of instrum-nents used by Lister, and thde
test tubes of sterilized mlilk, niow evaporated to dryness,
but wlhich, tllouglh exposed to the air, never underwenit
putrefactioni in many years; the pasteboard model of a
crvstal of tartaric acid, made, labelled, and used in hiis
leetures by Pasteur-tlhe gift of Dr. Calmette of the,
Pasteur Inistitute; and finally, the instrument used by
Professor Pierre Curie and Mme Curie, in their earliest
inivestigations of radiuim, just after her discov-ery of
radium, anid presented by Mme Curie herself. This will
giv-e a good idea of the character of the contents of this
uniique cabinet.
There are three pre-eminent names not Yet represented

,in this collectioni, and I am in diligenit searcih of sonme
object touched or used by them-if anly suclh objects can b)e
founid: William Harvey in England', anid Vesaliuis and
Ambroise Pare on the Continent. If by any possibility
any of your readers, British or Continental, cani give mie
anly information leading to obtaining such objects, I shall
be infinitely obliged.-I am, etc.,

W. W. KEEN, M.D.,
1520, SprnCe Street, Hon. F.R.C.S. (Eng., Edin., and Ire.)

Pliiladelphia, April 13th.

*** The well printed pamphlet forwarded by Dr. Keen.
with its beautiful illustrations, is in itself a me(lical
memento of considerable interest. We wish hiim good
fortune in his pious quest.

Obt uarL.
SIR ARTHUR WILLIAM MAY, K.C.B., F.R.C.S.,

Surgeon Vice-Admiral, R.N.(ret.); late Medical Director-General,
Medical Department of the Navy; Honorary

Physician to the King.
WXE announced briefly in our last issue the deatlh, on Apr il
20th, of Surgeon Vice-Admiral Sir Arthur May at his
Cornislihome, where he had lived since retiriing from tlhe
post of Medical Director-General R.N.

Arthuri William May was born on June 18th, 1854; hiis
father was the Rev. H. T. May, Fellow of New College.
Oxford. From Sherbornle School he went to King's Colleg(
Hospital, London, and obtained the diplomas of M.R.C.S.
in 1876 and L.R.C.P. in 1877. In 1914 he was elected a
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of England.
He entered the Royal Naval Medical Service in 1878:

he served dulring the Egyptian war of 1882 in H.M.S.
Achilles, receiving the medal and the Khedive's bronze star.
Two vears later he took part in the Suakin expedition anid
the Nile expedition for the relief of General Gordoni at
Khartoumiii, and was mentioned in dispatches for his atteni-
tion to wounded under fire. He was promoted staff surgeoni
in 1890, anid fleet surgeon in 1898. From 1901 to 1904 he
was pirincipal medical officer in H.M.S. Britannia, and fromn
1905 to 1909 he served as deputy director-general of the
medical department of the niavy. After serving as medical
officer in charge of the Royal Naval Hospital, Chatham, he
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was appointed in May, 1913, to succeed Sir Jam'les Porter
at the Admiralty as nledical director-general, with the
rank of surgeoni v-ice-admiral. Thus he was liead of tlhe
Royal Naval Medical Service at the outbreak of war, anid
remained in chlarge of the departlmient until Ilis retiieiiieit
in Julne, 1917. He received the C.B. in 1911 and was
promiioted K.C.B. in 1914.

For the following appreciation we are indebted to Sir
HUMI'IsvY RIOLLESTON, Bt., K.C.B., P.R.C.P., consulting
physician to the Royal Navy:
Surgeon Vice-Admiral Sir Arthur William May, K.C.B.,

IK.H.P., lhad a distinguislhed war service, and in 1913, after
beinig d'eputy director-genLeral of the medical departmiient of
the Admiralty, and then medical officer in charge of the
Poyal Naval Hospital, Chatliam, he succeeded Sir James
Porter as director-general, and so was responsible for the
Naval MIedical Service during the war until June, 1917.
His term of office then came to an end, and, thouglh not to
conitinuiie his unsparing labours until the armistice must
have been a disappointment, nio ouitward'sign of this was
allowed to appear. His services were great, and lhave
ardvly received their due recognitioni, partly, nio doubt,

because of the relatively small personniiel of the niavy as
comlparled witlh that of the armiy. The good bill of lhealth
of the niavy owN-es mutchll to hlis constai*t supervisionI; le was,
of coulirse, responisible for the velry pronimpt and coinsi(lerable]
expainsioln of the Naval Medical Service by the enrolment
of temiiporary surgeons R.N. anid the calling up of surgeons
1{.N.V.R., as well as for the commissioning of loLspital
shlips and otlher emergencyimeasures. A far-seeing man, lie
-was anxious to do all he could for the good of his service bv
taking outsi(le advice, and gave most loyal support to the
civiliani consufltants. Whieni cerebro-sp inal fever broke oult
early in 1915 lhe took great trouble in formiulatincg measuries
to obviate its spread, anid continiued to suiperivise the
Admiralty orders, anid, as new knowledge was obtainied,
miiodified them accordingly. Most conscientious, hlar'd-
w-Orking, and rather highly strung, he suffered inl health
fromi inability to save himself labour by delegatinig woik
and in other legitimate ways.. With such a high stanidard
lie naturally expected muchi from his subordinates,, and
tlus had the reputationi of being rather a stern master.
Wlhen I wvas his subordinate he was always most con-siderate
anid kinid. After his retirement he lived at Tremeer, St.
Tudy, Cornwall, anid was extremely energetic in organlizing
Red Cross anid otlher activities, as well as beinig deptuty
lieutenant anid justice of the peace for the county. An
atlhlete in his Voulnger davs, and always a keen sportsman,
it muist hiav-e been a sad tr ial to be laid aside by a
hemniplegic attack a year ago.

Sir JAMIES PORTER, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Sir Arthur May's
pr-edecessor in the office of Medical Director-General R.N.,
sends us the following tribute:

I liave been asked to write a brief personal appreciation
of Sir Arthur May. I knew him well. In our days of
active service our personal experiences of each other were
wellnigh unique. When I was M.D.G. he served under
me as D.M.D.G. When the great war came and I was
recalled to service I served for over three years under him.
Although in. many ways we were men with a different
outlook on life, yet we were always at one when vital
service interests were at stake, in spite of the possible
points of contact being numerous and not infrequently
cropping up". During these long years of intimate official
relations no angry word ever passed between us. I endorse
all that Sir Humphry Rolleston has so well expressed.
Sir Arthur outworked his strength, and so eventually by
hlis own 'act and deed he compassed his end. His
ardlent nature and deep sense of duty led him to follow
too far thle specious maxim, " If you want a thing well
donie you should do it yourself, you should not leave it to
others." Devoted to his profession, his knowledge of it
was profound, extensive, and always kept abreast of the
times. On entry to the Navy he obtained first place in h1is
buatchl, and from that m:oment he never looked back. As
M.D.G. hlis delight was to enter and enlcourage young
sulrgeonls of - the best -stamep, only the best being good
e.nough for our .invaluable seamren.. FTor the "d;ry rot "

wlhichll las so disastrously attacked the miedical service
since May left in 1917 lhe can be lhel(d in nlo way respon-
sible. Never a seeker of popularity, it is true lie did nlot
" suffer fools gladly." 'I'ow-ards the eid(l of hiis active
service, ill lhealtlt increased the difficulties 6f a positin)jl
wlhicll, if properly mailntained, canniiot be free from
troubles. Sir Artlh,ur MIay was ani upriglht mani, straiglht
in all hiis dealihgs. His King and country niev-er lhad a
miiore faitlhful or dev-oted servant. Official lionours are
nlotor iou.sly niot exactlv sliowered up)o01 niaval miiedical
officers. Hence, presuniablY, it lhappenied that neitlher
May's gallaiit conduct in the Sofia before Klhartoumii in
Janiuary, 1885, nior hiis lhard administrative labours during
the first tlhree years of the great war- received ally recog-
nition. N\o matter-" The prize he souglht aiid woII was thle
crownl for duty doine."

ROBERT J. M. BUCHANAN, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
Consultiing Phyvsiciani, Royal Infirmary, Liverpool; late Professor

of Forensic Medliciine, Uniiversity of Liverpool.
THE deathi of Dr. R. J. M. Buchanan, whichl we announce(d
in our last issue, camiie as a great slhock to hiis numierouLos
friends anid patienits inl tlhe city of Liverpool, and regret was
universally felt at thle sad loss the profession lhas sustainie(l.
He was talkeni suddenly ill with pnleunmonia, anid passe(l
away, withlini a week, oni April 19tlh.

Dr. Buchanan's life is a strikinig examllple of conlsistenlt
diligence and perseveranice in surmiiounltting difficulties aln(d
finally attaining ani lionloured positioni in hiis professioni.
As a medical stuidenit hie lhad a distiniguiislhed record. H'e
obtainied the M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. diplomas, an-d the M.B.,
C1h.B. degrees in 1888 with lhonouirs in systematic anid
clinical medicine at the Victoria University of Manlchester,
to wlich the University College of Liveirpool at that time
was affiliated. The following(, year hie l)ecame M.D. and(l
received the gold ml-edal for hiis thlesis. In 1897 he becamie
M.R.C.P.Lond., an-d in 1908 was elected a Fellow.
A streniuous worker and painstakin)g clinicialn, Dr.
Buchanian, early in hiis career, was apptoiited physician to
the Stanley Hospital. He also held the post of honorary
physician to the Hospital for Conisumption and Diseases of
the Chest. Patlology was a gr-eat source of inspiration
inl his clinical work, and(i he held the post of assistant
pathologist in the University, where his demlionistrationis were
much soughit after by the students, who appreciated the
untirinig efforts of their teacher. It was a, natural coIn-
sequeence thiat Dr. Buchanian should pass on to the staff
of the Royal Infirmary, wlhere lie becamiie first assistant
physicianm alndI theni full physician. His retirement onily
last December was (lue to the age limit, anid he was
elected as honiorary consultinig physician.

Dr. Buclhanan was ani able and methodic teacher; maiy
medical students now plractitioners will call to mind
affectionate memiiories of the man and his manner. In the
Universitylhe occupied the chair of forensic medicine,
which lie only recently reliniquished. His lectures were
lucid and practical, andl these were made interesting, and
even enitertaining, by his innate ability in word-painting.
His textbook of forensic medicine and toxicology was
essentially practical, and furnlished without over-elaboration
tlle informatioln in medico-legal subjects tlle general practi-
tioner should possess. As a iwimber of the Liverpool
Medical Institution he held various offices, and was a vice-
president in 1914. As a speaker he was brief and to the
point, and in discussions he was wont to emphasize somiie
view that miglht not have occurred to others. His papers
on rabies an(d hydrophobia, onl blood in lhealtlh and disease,
revealed muicl careful riesearchl, and set forth his views
in no uncertain lalnguage.. He was ever ready to avail
himliself of the most recent, advances in pathology, and
especially its hearing oni therapeutics. Toxaemic con-
ditions loomed largely in hiis outlook on disease, and lhe
may at timzesl,have- beeni induced to lay too much- stress
on these in the applicationi of thierapeutic measures.
In the great war Dr. Buchanani servred as 'captain,

R.A.M.C., and was oli the staff 'of the Ist General
Western Hospital at Fazakerley. He took. great interest
ini the production of gas 'in' chemical warfare and was in


